[Alzheimer's disease with early association of a hemi-parkinsonian syndrome].
A 66 year-old woman presented with severe memory disorders followed several months later with tremor of Parkinsonian type of the right upper limb totally relieved by treatment with levodopa-benserazide. Four years later she was admitted with memory disturbances, temporospatial disorientation, constructional and ideatory apraxia, dressing apraxia and language difficulties. Eight years later she had become bed-ridden, with deviation of head and eyes towards the left, hypertonus tremor and stereotyped movements. Neuropathologic examination showed neuronal loss in substantia nigra and left locus ceruleus, dorsal nucleus of the pneumogastric nerve and Meynert's basal nuclei on both sides. Neurofibrillary tangles affected the peri-aqueductal grey matter and Lewy's bodies were observed in the substantia nigra. Neurofibrillary tangles and granulovacuolar degeneration together with senile plaques were numerous in the hippocampus, but senile plaques and neurofibrillary tangles were rare in the remainder of the cortex. Combined Alzheimer's disease and Parkinson's disease could be due to simple coincidence, one of the diseases possibly predisposing to the appearance of the other.